
Good health is a gift 
anyone would wish  
for a child, but it 
doesn’t happen 
without your help.
Some things you can do to 
help keep your child well:

•	 Introduce good nutrition 
at an early age and be 
a good role model

•	 Encourage lots of play 
and physical activity

•	 Keep up with 
recommended vaccines

Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
of New Mexico wants your 
child to be well.

Children’s Wellness Guidelines
Laying the Groundwork for a Healthy Tomorrow

Children’s Health

Put your child on the path to wellness. Schedule a yearly Well Child visit with your child’s 
health care provider* and follow immunization guidelines. The health care provider will 
watch your child’s growth and progress and should talk with you about eating and 
sleeping habits, safety and behavior issues.

According to the Bright Futures recommendations from the American Academy of 
Pediatrics, the provider should:

•	 Check your child’s Body Mass Index percentile regularly beginning at age 2
•	 Check blood pressure yearly, beginning at age 3
•	 Screen hearing at birth, then yearly from ages 4 to 6, then at ages 8 and 10
•	 Test vision yearly from ages 3 to 6, then at ages 8, 10, 12, and 15
Help protect your child from sickness. Make sure they get the recommended 
vaccinations shown in the charts. If your child has missed vaccinations, ask your health 
care provider how to catch up.

Learn more from your child’s doctor or at healthychildren.org.

Please note: These recommendations are for healthy children who don’t have any special health risks. Take time to check the following summaries of key preventive services.
*A health care provider could be a doctor, primary care provider, physician assistant, nurse practitioner or other health care professional.
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